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Compare the idea of the pioneers – in The Lunatic and in Hazel 

• Is Oregon, once “the frontier,” now “civilized”? 

o How well did Shute describe life in a small western USA town in the 

1950's with materialistic pursuits, etc.? 

o How far is the juvenile delinquency portrayed here a consequence of 

young people having too free a life?  Of post-war license?  Or of no 

longer having to face the challenges of their forefathers? 

o Have the people of Hazel lost their 'frontier spirit' or are there examples 

of community members pulling together in times of need? 

• Are the people of The Lunatic completely anarchic, or is there a social 

order at play?  

o Are they close enough to civilization for bourgeois values to be 

asserted (ie education)? 

 

Portrayal of 1950s America 
• What is Shute's tone in describing American frontier society? Compare 

with his tone in delineating the Australian outback 
 

• Is it fair to compare US and Oz in this way?  Is it effective? 
 

Racism, or just race.  
• Are there unspoken as well as overtly racist attitudes on display? 

• Is enough attention paid to the institutionalized Australian racism against 

indigenous people? 

• Was the stratified education curriculum in the Lunatic what was needed, or 

a way of keeping the indigenous /mixed race family members subordinate 

to the Europeans? 

• Were attitudes as polarized in Oregon as they might have been in 50s 

Southern states?  Or were people simply being matter-of-fact about the 

issue as they were about other social dilemmas (marrying a foreigner, 

religion)? 
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The complications of the Regans: The judge, the men, the wife, the 
Countess, the kids. 

• Is the set up at Laragh Station shown to be a realistic and viable way of 

life? 

• Is the consumer society in Hazel seen as a valid aim for Australians (at 

the same time (the 50s) in the cities; and at some time in the future in the 

outback)? 

• The morality, ethics and practicality of life in the pioneer Lunatic. 

• How far is the management of the station shared between the old men? 

• What contribution does 'The Judge' make to their small community? 

• Does the station function effectively? 

• What is the role of Mrs. Regan? 

• Should we speak in terms of 'sinfulness' of the domestic arrangements on 

the Laragh Station? 

 

David Cope  

• Is he realistically portrayed?  

• Is his literary nature highlighted as morally better than the Americans' non-

reader-ship (mostly)? 

• Is it fair that Regan should hold against David his father's membership of 

the Black and Tans? 

• Is it likely that Regan would spring to his rescue with watering facilities for 

the Lucinda Station stock? 

 

Stan	  Laird:	  	  

• Which	  of	  these	  traits	  describes	  Stan:	  educated, sentimental, hard-headed, 

family-oriented, self deluding?	  Or	  do	  all	  apply? 

• Is his love affair with Mollie real? Or is he as enamored with her difference 

as she is with his? 
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Mollie Regan  

• Is the portrayal of Mollie realistic?  

• Is she shown to be an uneducated girl since she is so starry-eyed about 

the American Dream? Or an educated girl, used to both the countryside 

and the city, living in "The Lucky Country"? 

• Mollie’s family is obviously wealthy but there seem to be none of the 

tensions we see nowadays in well-off families. Why is that? 

• Was the discovery that Stan had fathered a son a turning point in Molly's 

relationship with him? 

• When did she begin realise that she wasn't really in love with Stan but the 

American way of life. 

• Is she right to come to the conclusions that Shute draws? Or would a real 

young woman behave differently? 

 

Beyond the Black Stump is well down on the list of favorite Shute books.  
• Do you agree with this assessment? 

• What does it lack that the other stories have? 

 

 

Laura Schneider believes that the Regans’ station is named after this place: 

> http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laragh,_County_Wicklow  
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John Anderson 

 

> Hi Laura, 

> I do hope you well get well soon. In replying to your email I'm also 

copying Meredith. 

 

> Firstly, I've included an extract from Parallel Motion which covers Shute's 

writing of Beyond the Black Stump and how he met the Anderson family on 

his travels in Western Australia and based the fictional Reagan's on them, 

but had to alter things to avoid potential libel risk. 

> 

> I think you've covered many of the questions for discussion e.g 

> 

> > > 

> Beyond the Black Stump is well down on the list of favourite Shute 

books. What does it lack that the other stories have? 

> 

> John. 
> 

> ***This one will have up be altered because I cannot be there to tell the story of 

the Anderson's.*** 

> ***4- I really wanted to discuss how the Regans were based on a real family 

called Anderson. 

>  

> http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laragh,_County_Wicklow I think the Regans' station 
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is named after this place... 

 


