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By David Orames (1998) 

The Far Country is the story of a London girl who visits Australia and meets a 

displaced doctor from Czechoslavakia, in the unlikely location of a timber cutting 

area, and various adventures which, as in most of Nevil Shutes books, end up 

'happily ever after'. It is a totally believable story, it is just the sort of thing that 

could have happened in the 1950's in England and Australia. 

I have paperback copies of all Nevil Shutes books, collected from the time I first 

discovered him in 1965. The Far Country is the most read, to judge by its tattered 

state! The main reason I enjoy this story is that I can relate totally to the accurate 

descriptions he gives of London, Leicester, Melbourne, and the mountain country 

in the north east of the State of Victoria where the fictitious Lamirra is located. I 

lived in England for 2 years, and in the part of Australia he refers to for 20 years, 

and this book is so true-to-life! 

As he describes the towns of Woods Point and Merrijig, and the Howqua, they 

must have been just like that in the 1950's when I can only assume Nevil spent a 

fair bit of time visiting there. The only thing that changed that area for all time, 

after Nevil visited there, was the creation of Lake Eildon, a very pleasant 

recreational water reservoir made by damming some valleys in the region of The 

Far Country. 

His descriptions of the bush fires are graphically correct - I lived at Albury 

(mentioned in the book, incorrectly spelled once) during a bush fire, and a 

fireman friend described exactly the same situation where the hot weather 

vaporises the eucalypus resin, and the fire leaps miles at a time. Anybody caught 

in the path has a very unpleasant and dangerous time as the fire goes by. 

The Windsor Hotel in Melbourne sounds just like the hotel at the top of 

Melbourne city near Parliament House - maybe it IS called the Windsor - I was 

never affluent enough to go there! The way sheep farmers became very wealthy 
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was commonplace in Australia inthe period after the World War, and Nevil 

describes well how typical farmers would have reacted to their sudden wealth. 

And as he describes Leicester, and the railway station and doctor's home: when I 

was living in Leicester I tried to retrace the path he describes, from the station to 

home to railway cafe. The area around that part of Leicester fitted exactly with 

the book description. Now, 30 years later urban renewal has probably changed 

that for ever! 

He describes the Australian summer and the English winter so well that it makes 

one sweat and shiver just to read them. 

A made-for-TV movie of this book was shown in the mid 1980's, Australia made. 

The Australian scenes as I recall were very lifelike. The town of Yackandandah in 

the mountain region of Australia was used for filming street scenes of Banbury, 

and a hotel there was renamed the Queens Head for the occasion. Last time I 

was there, it was still wearing its movie paint job. That movie kept close to the 

original story line, and I am very annoyed with myself for accidentally erasing my 

videotaped version. The English segments of the movie were unfortunately all 

too obviously staged in Melbourne streets, with the occasional Bobby and red 

pillar box added. 

All in all, an excellent book I feel. As the back of the paperback notes, from the 

Evening Standard "What lifts this into the Book-of-the-Month class is Nevil 

Shute's gift for investing an everyday story with a warm appealing humanity. He 

is a romantic who finds his themes in down-to-earth reality." 
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By Helen Yeomans 1999) 
 
The Far Country is the story of two people who meet in a distant land, are 

separated by circumstance, and eventually reunited through hard work and a 

stroke of fortune. The central characters are an English girl, Jennifer Morton, her 

Australian farming relatives, the Dormans, and Carl Zlinter, a Czech immigrant 

doctor. One of the most engrossing passages (in a book full of them) involves 

Carl, who has no license to practice in Australia, performing two major surgical 

operations in the woods, unaided except for Jennifer. 

 

In scope, The Far Country is one of Nevil Shute's most ambitious works, and it 

contains some of the wittiest, most moving, entertaining and descriptive 

passages in all his writing. The novel is a study in contrasts: poverty and plenty; 

the brilliant colours of the Australian countryside and the drab greyness of 

postwar Britain; the grace and grandeur of Victorian England and the institutional 

meanness of the same society a scant half-century later. 

 

Shute was a terrific story teller and a master at weaving into his tales the issues 

that mattered to him. His portrayal of the quiet starvation of an elderly English 

lady provides the story's first turning point, but also amounts to a scathing 

indictment of the welfare system. Later on, the Dormans' glorious Melbourne 

spending-spree is not only a hugely satisfying read, it's an implicit approval of a 

society that rewards hard work and sacrifice. 

 

The Far Country is peopled with the sane, competent and likable men and 

women who are the hallmark of a Nevil Shute novel. It is a love story and so of 

course love triumphs in the end. But it's a great deal more besides, and for me, 

anyway, it lingers in the mind long after the last page is turned. 


