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Summary 

• Brief summary of the story? 

• Main Characters? 
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Characters, Things & Places 

• Parson Roger Hargreaves 
•  Landsborough Queensland 

•  “Pisspot” Stevie Figgins  
• Nurse Sister Finley 
•  Liang Shih 
• Dorset Downs Station 
• Sergeant Donovan 
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Characters, Things & Places 

• David “Nigger” Anderson 
• Rosemary Long 

• Group Captain Frank Cox  
• Wing Commander Jim Dewar 
• Nicolette ship 
• Di Havilland 316 “Ceres” 
• Royal Family 



3 

5 

Characters, Things & Places 

• Queens Flight = 2 Ceres planes 
• Sponsored by Australia & Canada 
• White Waltham Aerodome 
• Major McMahon – Queen’s Private 

Secretary – Rosemary’s boss 
• Ed Ryder = Tare’s 2nd pilot 
•  Jim Forrest = Governor General 

6 



4 

7 

In the Wet 
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In the Wet 
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On the Way to Dorsett Downs? 
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Mellum Club Hotel Bar 
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Timing 

• When does the book take place? 
• 1953: Parson Hargreaves telling the story 
• 1983: Looking into the future 

• Was Shute basing facts on 1953 or 
projecting for 1983? 

• How did his future turn out? 
Currency    Aircraft 
Population    Geopolitical 
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Voting 

•  "Evils" of one person/one vote 
• Everyone really isn't equal but in voting they are treated 

that way 
• Leads towards politicians providing from the treasury to 

get votes 
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Voting 
"A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of 

government. It can only exist until the voters discover 
that they can vote themselves largesse from the public 
treasury. From that moment on, the majority always 
votes for the candidates promising the most benefits 
from the public treasury with the result that a democracy 
always collapses over loose fiscal policy, always 
followed by a dictatorship. The average age of the 
world's greatest civilizations has been 200 years."  -- 
Alexis De Tocqueville, 1805-1859 (Democracy in 
America, published in 1835) 
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Voting 

• Multi-vote system proposed by Shute 

• Most of the Commonwealth (but not England) 
• Australia & Canada mentioned specifically 
• A total of 7 Votes Possible 
• Supposed to vest more votes with “better” people 
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Voting 

• Original American system was not “Equal”  
• Voter requirements were decided by each State  
• Limited by age, wealth, gender, race, national origin, 

and felon status 
• Basis for Electoral College, population does not directly 

elect President 
• Limitations remain (primarily age, citizenship, and felon 

status) 
• Of course, there is the “vote early, vote often” meme 
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Voting 

• How many votes would you get? 
• Basic – everyone gets at majority  
• Education – University degree, commissioned officer, 

solicitor or doctor  
• Foreign Travel – earning living outside Australia for two 

years (WW II service counted)  
• Family – raise two children to age of 14 without getting 

divorced  
• Achievement – earned income over “5000/year “ 
• Church Official – minister, warden, etc. of recognized 

Christian church  
• Queen's – at her pleasure, like a decoration or medal 
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Currency 

• What does “5000/year” for Achievement 
Vote really mean? 

• Did Shute mean GBP or AUP? 
• Was he using 1953 values or projected 1983? 
• Difficult to determine with conversion rates, inflation, 

currency changes 
• Conversion from AUP to AUD complicates (1967) 

• Probably he was talking AUP and based on 1953 
consumer values 
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Currency 

Equivalent U.S. Dollar Comparison: 
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Population 

• England was depopulating 1M/year while 
Commonwealth countries growing: 

• Most going to Canada, then Australia/NZ, 
rest to Africa/Colonies 
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Population 

• Demographics Change 
•  Immigrants tend to be highly motivated, 

more self sufficient ("Right Wing in their 
views") 

•  Impacts balance of power between 
“Colonies” and “Mother England” 
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Discussion Points 

• Two stories in this book: 
• Stevie Figgons in the "now” 
• David "N" Anderson 30 years in the future 

• Told by Rev. Hargreaves, a "bush brother“ 
• Writing it down before he forgets, a plot item in a few 

Shute books 
•  Influences David’s family and their future, based on 

what he "learned" during that long night.  

22 

Discussion Points 

• Chinaman, Opium, Buddhism, Animals 
coming in  

• Strange but in a way acceptable 

• Discrimination, facing head on:  
• Color is less of an issue in England than the colonies 
• This and opposite theme appears in other Shute books 

(Chequer Board and Round the Bend respectively) 
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Discussion Points 

• Military Pilot at Civilian Airport later used as 
plot item in “Seven Days in May”: 

• Book by Fletcher Knebel, 1963  
• Movie with Kirk Douglas/Burt Lancaster/Ava Gardner, 

1964 

• Royalty vs Elected Officials  
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Discussion Points 

• Not communism since “Russian war” 
• No other details provided 
• Obviously not WW III (along the lines of “On The 

Beach”) 

• Disconnected politicians (Very pistol, a flare 
gun used to announce arrival to land, on jet) 

• President Bush and Bar Code Scanners  



13 

25 

Discussion Points 

•  "England has been going through a bad 
patch for the last forty years" – looking back 
from 1983.  
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Discussion Points 

• Empty houses 
• 1953 

• Was happening in England as part of “New Town” 
model post WWII. 

• 1983 
•  “There are masses of them in the north. In the 

suburbs, mostly, fairly far out from the centre of the 
towns—that’s where you find them. People move in 
towards the centre as the houses become empty, 
because the bus fares are less. Places like 
Nottingham and Darlington, every other house is 
empty in the outer suburbs.”  
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Discussion Points 

• Empty houses 
• Versus now 

• Look at places like Detroit and the condominiums in 
Miami. 

•  Bomb on plane? 
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Aircraft 

• Flight Specifications for Shute’s de 
Havilland 316 “Ceres”: 

• Cruise: 500 KT 
• Cruising Altitude: 50,000 FT MSL 
• Approximately 5,000 NM range 
• Carrying: 

• 20 Passengers, or 
• 3 Tons of Mail 

•  “Amazing” capabilities for 1953 
• Comparable planes on drawing boards 
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Aircraft 

• There was no DH 316 

• This plane was “new” in 1983 

• Reviewers suggest Avro Atlantic 
   722 as plane Shute was writing about 

• How did 1983 turn out in reality? 
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Aircraft Comparisons: 
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Aircraft (Popular Mechanics, October 1953) 

•  “High-bypass” engines 
are common today and 
have much higher fuel  
efficiency that plain 
“turbo-jets” 

•  1952 Ministry of Supply 
requirement 

•  Canceled in 1955 after  
£2.3 million spent 
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Aircraft (Popular Mechanics, October 1953) 
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Aircraft (Flight, 12-June-1953) 
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The Trips 
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The Trips 
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Questions 

and 
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