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• Patient named John (Jackie) Turner referred to Dr. Henry Hughes with possible 

neurological problems. 

o Turner has trouble doing routine functions with right hand, has a problem in 

his left eye. 

o Hughes arranges for Turner to go to the hospital for a week of tests. 

 

• Turner was in a plane crash in the army and had surgery done in the Penzance 

General Hospital in England for a head injury. 

o Hughes tracks down the army surgeon, P.C. Hodder 

o Hodder remembers Turner surgery because he had to leave some splinters 

in his brain. 

 

• Hodder also tells Hughes that Turner was a military prisoner at the time of the 

crash. 

o Turner and two others were convicted of doing some black market 

trading with army goods.  

o The other two were killed in the plane crash. 

o There were three survivors of the crash and a soldier accused of 

attempted rape in the same hospital ward. 

 

• After running the tests, Hughes informs Turner that an operation to remove the 

splinters is too risky, that Turner's symptoms will get worse and worse and 

he only has about one year to live. 

 

• Turner and his wife, Mollie, have had a deteriorating marriage since the war 

ended.  He had to go home to tell her the bad news. 

o She took it okay 

o He also told her about the circumstances of his arrest, the plane crash and 

his hospitalization and the prison term. 
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• When he was in the hospital, he had his eyes bandaged up and the other three 

patients were required to read to him.   

o They were kind to him and he wanted to find out what happened to them 

and help them if he could before he got sicker and died. 

 

• Duggie Brent = Paratrooper who was charged with murder. 

o Duggie knew nothing except life in the army and his army training - fighting 

and killing.  

o He went through unarmed combat training where they taught him to kill with 

his bare hands. 

o Duggie got into a fight with another man over an insult to his military 

training, and falling back on his military training he ended up killing the man. 

o Noone saw the fight.   

o He thought he had hurt the guy badly, but he didn't think he killed him, so 

he called the pub and told them to go out and help the guy. 

o Brent joined up with his unit and shipped out.  Two months later the caught 

up with him and arrested him. 

o After the plane crash, he was the least hurt and recovered first and was 

released from the hospital. 

o Turner never saw his face and never found out what happened to him. 
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• Phillip Morgan = Flying officer who was second pilot on the plane that crashed.  

o He was a young man who had not had any experience except his 

schooling and pilot training in the RAF. 

o He was a very good pilot, but immature in the ways of the World and life. 

o Morgan was upset that he was housed with prisoners and a black guy in 

the hospital.  He felt a Flying officer should be treated better than that. 

 

o Morgan told Turner about his wife, Joyce, who was an actress and who 

had been married to two other pilots before him. 

o Joyce liked to have material things and impressed Turner as a self-

centered person out to get whatever she wanted, which Morgan did not 

see. 

o Turner didn't like her because of the way she treated Morgan. 

o Morgan left the hospital and headed for London, although he felt bad that 

he had lost the package of goodies for his wife.  He was sure she would 

be disappointed not receiving anything. 

 

• Dave Lesurier = Black American soldier. 

o Lesurier was stationed at the American Army base in Trenarth, near 

Penzance. 

o The black troops had been the dominant group in the town while the base 

was being built.  

o When the job was complete, many of the black troops were reassigned 

and left Penzance. 

o White soldiers began to out number the black soldiers and things started 

to change. 

o Black soliders walking the streets of town were stopped and harassed.  

o There was a significant racial prejudice in the American Army, which was 

not the case with the British town-folks. 

o White British girls dated black American soldiers. 
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o Dave had a crush on Grace Trefusis, 17 year old white girl who worked in 

Robertson's grocery. 

o The army segregation policies were being put into effect giving preference 

to the white soliders. 

o Mr Frobisher, the owner of the White Hart tavern, put his pub off-limits to 

white soldiers, which caused bad feelings at the army base. 

o Tensions mounted in the town between white and black soldiers. 

o Dave was shy and didn't even know how to approach Grace to ask for a 

date. 

o One night he met up with her, and was going to use his practiced speech 

to ask her out. 

o Instead, he grabbed her in her arms and kissed her.  She screamed and 

Dave took off running with the MPs in pursuit. 

o When he thought about all the things that happened to black men who 

were accused of assaulting whte woment, he paniced.   

o After a chase through town, he was cornered and decided that the best 

thing to do was commit suicide.  Which he tried. 

 

• Turner and Mollie began to have more feelings for each other because of the 

illness and threat of death. 

 

• Turner decided to try and track down the men and find out what happened to 

them since the war. 

 

• Turner found out his benefits from the office and got one month's leave to 

figure things out. 

 

• He found out where Phillip Morgan might be contacted and set out to find him. 
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• Turner visited Morgan's mother and sister.  They were upset with him for 

running out on his wife, who was very nice to them both, and going back 

to Burma to live with a native girl in poverty. 

 

• Turner asked some questions, determined that Morgan's mother had given 

some money to joyce and understood completely why Morgan had left 

her. 

 

• Mollie encourages Turner to go to Burma and find Morgan to see how he is 

doing.  At first reluctant, he decides to go. 

o In Burma, he finds out that Morgan is not living in poverty.  He hD owned a 

fleet of boats trading on the river, sold it and he then became an important 

government official in his area. 

o Also, Morgan had a very nice, well educated native wife and two fine 

children. 

o Nothing like the perception of his life in Burma that his mother and sister 

had. 

o When Morgan returned to London after being released from the hospital, 

his wife was more interested in the fact that he lost the package of 

contraband stuff for her than she was to see him. 

o In his absence, she had a very close relationship with Jack Bristow, a 

Flight-Lieutenant who had a job at the Air Ministry in London. 

o Bristow went everywhere with the two of them while he was in London on 

ground duties after his medical leave. 

o Morgan felt like the third wheel in the life of his wife and Bristow. 

o Morgan completed training on new Dakota aircraft and was shipped out 

overseas again, to Southeast Asia. 

o He received a "Dear John" letter from his wife who wanted to marry 

Bristow. 
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• Morgan had an accident flying a Spitfire in enemy territory 

o He was captured by the Burma indepedence Army in Henzada. 

o He met Nay Htohn, who later became his wife. 

o Utt Nee, her brother was the leader of the BIA. 

  

• They decided to turn over Morgan to Major Williams, a British officer. 

o Right before they got to the Major, they learned that he had been tortured 

and killed. 

o Nay Htohn and her party would be captured by the Japanese and exposed 

as members of the BIA. 

o Morgan hid while the party got away and a couple of days later he 

surrendered to the Japanese. 

o He made up a story that would not involve the BIA people. 

 

• Morgan was sent to a prison camp in Rangoon, where he spent the rest of the 

war. 

o It wasn't too bad of a place. 

o He spent a lot of his time thinking about and falling in love with Nay Htohn. 

 

• After release from prison, Morgan returned to the village to find Utt Nee and 

Nay Htohn at Henzada 

 

• He met up with Nay Htohn again. 

o She had his old letter from his wife. 

o He told her that he was through with his wife. 
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• They discovered an old railroad train and he rebuilt it for them. 

o They drove the repaired train down the track. 

o They couldn't go far because a bridge had been destroyed in the war. 

o They decided to rebuilt it, but it would take too long for Morgan to see it 

completed. 

 

• Utt Nee tried to convince Morgan to stay in Burma. 

o Morgan told him he would want to marry Nay Htohn, and Utt Nee thought 

that would be fine. 

o Morgan decided to return to England to straighten out his marriage 

situation, then return to Burma. 

 

• Morgan and Nay Htohn found damaged Japanese landing craft.  He decided 

he could repair them when he returned and they could use them. 

 

• Morgan returned to England, got the divorce and went back to Burma. 

 

• He married Nay Htohn and they have two children. 

 

• Turner passed out once while visiting Morgan and Nay Htohn, a sign that his 

condition was starting to deteriorate. 
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• Turner told Morgan what he knew about what happened to Dave Lesurier. 

o Most of the Americans had a different idea of what happened between 

Dave & Grace, based on their racial prejudice against blacks.  Dave was 

not going to get a fair trial.  Colonel McCullough wanted to make an 

example of him. 

o Forbisher and the townspeople did not consider the stolen kiss as a 

criminal act 

o Frobisher wrote a letter to General Eisenhower about the fact that Dave 

was not going to get a fair trial. 

   

• Eisenhower sent Major Curtis, one of his JAG lawyers, down to assess the 

situation.   

o Curtis was from Maine and did not have any racial prejudice clouding his 

judgment of the case.   

o Colonel McCullough could not refuse to have Eisenhower’s representative 

review the case. 

 

• When Grace found out how serious the charges were against Dave, she said 

that she would not testify.   

o Grace was influenced by her mother a lot in the telling of the story.   

o Curtis talked to her and she didn’t think what he did was bad enough to 

warrant court martial.   

o She said she didn’t want to testify against Dave.  

o The JAG lawyer saw how weak the charges were against Dave and in the 

end got them dropped. 

  

• All of the black soldiers were transferred out of the town almost immediately. 

 

• Since Morgan was doing so well, Turner decided to return to England. 
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• He and his wife Mollie were getting along much better since he had told her 

he was going to die within a year. 

 

• Turner went back to see Morgan’s sister to explain that they were mistaken 

about her brother and how he lived.  The sister agreed to go to Burma at 

some point to see for herself. 

 

• Mollie noticed how much Turner was beginning to fail after not having seen 

him for a month.   

o Her attitude toward him had changed and softened a lot.   

o Actually, his condition was beginning to bring them closer in their 

relationship. 

 

• Turner met Mr. Viner, who worked in a legal office and asked him about 

information regarding Duggie Brent.   

o Viner was able to get a copy of the transcript and the notes from the 

trial.  He let Turner read them. 

o Brent had been defended by Major P.C. Carter, who was a lawyer and 

a paratrooper.   

o The main defense was that Brent was young 18 – 22, had known 

nothing but the military training he received to kill, including unarmed 

combat.   

o He had no intention of killing the other man, but had no other 

experience to draw from than his military training.   

o Carter argued that he had the same training, but he also had a career 

and interacted with others in a non-military way before the war.   

o Brent had not and once the fight started, he carried it through to the full 

extent of his training.   

o The jury found that there was no premeditation on part of Brent and 

found him guilty of manslaughter.   
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o He was sentenced to six months in jail.   

o Turner wanted to interview Carter, but Viner told him that Carter had 

been killed in combat after the trial was over.   

o Turner had no more information in trying to find Duggie. 

 

• Turner had a relapse and had to spend a week in bed in September.   

o The doctor told Mollie that he probably would be incapacitated by 

Christmas time and the end would follow soon after.   

o She wanted to try and keep him at home when that happened and take 

care of him herself, rather than send him to a hospital or home.   

o Her feelings for him were getting stronger. 

 

• Turner & Mollie decided to take a car trip back to the Penzance area.   

o He went to see Penzance and to visit the White Hart in Trenarth.   

o He found Mr. Frobisher still behind the bar. 

 

• Frobisher told Turner that Dave Lesurier had returned to Trenarth, married 

Grace and was working as a draftsman.   

 

• Turner and Mollie went to visit him. 

 

• Dave told him about going back to America and deciding that he could have 

better job prospects in England, where they was not as much prejudice 

against black people.   

o He tried to get back to England by shipping out on a ocean freighter as a 

deck hand.   

o He visited several ports of call around the world over the next 18 months, 

and finally landing in England.   

o He went to see Grace, apologized to her, courted her, they fell in love and 

they got married.   
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o He got a job as a draftsman.   

o They started a family and were happily living in Trearth.   

 

• Dave also knew Duggie Brent.   

o He told Turner that Brent was a butcher in a neighboring town, and travels 

around selling and delivery meat to customers.   

o Dave and Grace met Duggie and his wife Phyllis at a performance of the 

Wall of Death.   

o Grace and Dave got Duggie the job and he and Phylis settled down in 

Camborne near Trenarth. 

 

• Turner was happy that all three of his collegues were getting along well.  They 

had also worried about him. 

 

• Turner began to fail soon after.  He went to visit Dr. Hughes one more time at 

the end of October and the doctor concluded that there was no need for 

further tests because the end was near. 

 

• Turner and Mollie became very close at the end.   

o He told her that he hoped that the Buddists (like Morgan and Nay Kthoth) 

were right and that you could come back as another being to try and make 

up for the things you did wrong in your first life.   

o He rapidly failed, Mollie caring for him, and did not have long to live at the 

end of the book. 

 

• Favorite saying: “All be the same in a hundred years.” 

 

 

 


